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The Rich Young Man
Say: Pretend that we are at a restaurant and that I am the waitress.  I am going to help you choose what you want to eat.
Say: For the first course we have a choice of something which is an oval, rectangle or half circle; you can only choose one.)  Put up your hand if you want the oval… (Hand out the item to those who put up their hands.  Continue for each item and course)

Ask: Were you happy with your choices? Would you have chosen differently if you'd know how it would turn out?
Say: Today we have a story of a young man who had to make an important choice.
Bible Story 
Sing Songs

Ask: What is the problem with having valuable things on earth?  (They can become old or damaged or stolen etc.)
Read: Matthew 6:19-21 
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Ask: Does God want all His followers to give away all of their money so they have nothing to live with?

Say: No – but Jesus knew that money was more important to the rich young man than helping other people or loving God.  God has promised that He will provide our needs, like food, water, a house etc.  God gives us family to care for us, he gives parents strength to work and care for their families.  
Return to tables


Memory Verse: Fill in the blanks and then say the memory verse on the colouring page.
Say: This term we are going to make photo book called "Jesus and Me" 
Craft:
· Take a photo of each child pointing to heaven – start them printing.
· Handout the craft-background cardboard
· Colour the pictures

· Glue on the story card
· Glue or tape child's photo in bottom corner
Discuss the following depending on age, interest and time: 

What are some types of "treasures" or valuable things that we have today? House, car, toys, money etc.

What can happen to "treasures" – valuable things, today? Floods, rust, thieves etc.
If the young man had given away all his money would he have starved? (No, God would have provided his needs)

What are your needs?  How are they provided?  How is God involved? (gives strength to work to earn money…)

What does it mean 'Where your treasure is there your heart will be"?
Do we have to give away all our money to follow Jesus?

What other things might people have to give up for Jesus?

Do you remember to thank Jesus for the things that He provides?

Ask: Would you rather be a little rich now, or be super rich and live forever in heaven?
Say: Lets pray and tell Jesus that we want to choose treasure in heaven.  And thank Him for giving us what we need on earth too.
Finish with prayer at each table
